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Performance Notes 
 

Tempo 
The music should be performed with plenty of rubato at phrase-boundary locations marked 
with rit. and a tempo. However, the overall tempo should not be allowed to drag; it may 
help to feel a half-note “ballad” pulse at 54 bpm instead of the quarter-note at 108 bpm. 

 
 

Dynamics 
When the piano music uses cross-staff beaming notation, the dynamic markings for the 
piano are located underneath the lower staff.  These markings apply to both hands. 

 
 

Articulations and Ornaments 
A trill without an accidental ( ) indicates a trill from the written note to the pitch a step 
above within the key signature.  Trills with accidentals (  or  ) are used when the upper 
note of the trill is not in the key signature. 

 

The tenuto line (  ) indicates extra "weight" on a note - think pesante, not necessarily 
accent. 

 
 

Approximate Performance Time 
8:00 

 
 

Program Note 
In Schenkerian theory, "unfolding" is a technique of melodic prolongation where a simple 
voice-leading pattern is extended over a longer period of time. This stretching of small 
materials into larger, more complex structures reminds me of how a blossoming flower 
opens itself up to the sun. I am often mesmerized by time-lapse videos of these flowers' 
movements, and I would like to imagine that like a blossom unfolding is a musical 
representation of this process, beginning introspectively but unfolding over time to reveal 
hidden beauty. Additionally, several melodic fragments are direct quotes from actual 
Schenkerian graphs. 
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